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It is said that in war heaven and earth change places not once, but many times. When Heaven and

Earth Changed Places is the haunting memoir of a girl on the verge of womanhood in a world turned

upside down. The youngest of six children in a close-knit Buddhist family, Le Ly Hayslip was twelve

years old when U.S. helicopters langed in Ky La, her tiny village in central Vietnam. As the

government and Viet Cong troops fought in and around Ky La, both sides recruited children as spies

and saboteurs. Le Ly was one of those children.Before the age of sixteen, Le Ly had suffered

near-starvation, imprisonment, torture, rape, and the deaths of beloved family members&#151;but

miraculously held fast to her faith in humanity. And almost twenty years after her escape to Ameica,

she was drawn inexorably back to the devastated country and family she left behind. Scenes of this

joyous reunion are interwoven with the brutal war years, offering a poignant picture of vietnam, then

and now, and of a courageous woman who experienced the true horror of the Vietnam

War&#151;and survived to tell her unforgettable story. --This text refers to the Paperback edition.
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I visited the village of Binh Ky (Ky La) in mid 1969 while escorting a road sweep with members of

Golf Company, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment. I was about to leave country, having served 18

months on an extended tour with the Navy Hospital at the Marble Mountains, NSA Station Hospital.

I am very familiar with this area.Though I don't doubt that Hayslip may be from Binh Ky (I have been

back and seen her family tomb in the dirt poor hamlet), I do know that a good deal of what she tells

in this book is pure fiction.1. Da Nang City was off limits to U. S. personnel from mid-1966 until the



U. S. pulled out. There were no clubs to go to, no strip joints. All clubs were on bases. No one

walked on the streets or lived in apartments in Da Nang. Those who worked there were transported

there from their bases. All her stories about working in strip clubs frequented by Americans in Da

Nang or meeting GIs prowling the streets are lies. 2. There were no U. S. personnel working at the

civilian hospital in downtown Da Nang, as she claimed her lover Red did. I know, as I went to that

hospital numerous times carrying wounded or sick Vietnamese civilians in our ambulances, and I

toured the hospital several times. It was mostly open bay buildings with two or three to a bed, the

families moving in beside the patients to cook for them while farm animals wandered around the

facilities. Red is a purely fictitious character. As I stated earlier, no U. S. military personnel lived in

apartments in Da Nang. There were some compounds where Americans lived, but they were

guarded by Chinese mercenaries or other non-Vietnamese troops and you wouldn't just walk up

and knock on the door of one of them.
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